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tinue, perhaps not indefinitely but at least for a considerable
series of days and months and years. There is no reason to be-
lieve that, if present circumstances continue, present trends
will not also continue. In terms of the battleground concept it-
self, we may well find in Germany more physical aspects to this
battleground between East and West than we will in France or
in Norway or in the United Kingdom, for example. As long as
Berlin is maintained in its present position, it will be constantly
a battleground between East and West; we will continue to see
the struggle between subversion and countersubversion and
counter-countersubversion; we will continue to see the develop-
ment of such instances as the Helmstedt riots yesterday or day
before yesterday. These situations will continue, perhaps only
because Germany in physical fact does lie at the frontier point
between these two areas, and frontier points are notoriously
marked by this kind of a battleground crisis situation.

Let me skip over "bastion," on which I would like to spend
more time later, to "buffer," and speak of it very briefly before
we move to the third possibility. By "buffer" I presume that
we are speaking primarily of the neutralization of Germany, the
creation of even more of a vacuum than now exists in that area,
some kind of agreement between the East and West which
would, presumably in good faith on all sides, produce a sort of
agreed no-man's land in which there would in fact be an agree-
ment not to combat too much, not to subvert too much, not to
infiltrate too much; a sort of an agreement to disagree outside
the limits of this area. This, of course, depends basically on
whether or not we feel that the Soviet Union wishes such a pol-
icy in Germany; whether it wishes it or is willing to accept it;
whether, having accepted it, it would maintain it. To both of
these I would suggest the answer would appear from the evi-
dence to be in the negative. I would doubt that the Soviet Union
now is anxious to give up those things in eastern Germany
which it would have to give up if indeed an integrated Germany
were to become a neutral Germany. If one were to ask **Will
the Soviet Union be willing to agree to an integrated, neutral-
ized Germany in which it does not have to give up its special
power position in eastern Germany?" I think that the answer